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ABSTRACT
I will begin by reviewing the ‘hard problem’ of consciousness. Then I will summarise
clinico-anatomical and physiological evidence for the views (1) that consciousness is
generated primarily in the brainstem and only secondarily in the cortex, and (2) that
the form of consciousness which is generated in the brainstem is not lacking in
content or quality, as is widely claimed. Furthermore, regarding (1) I will argue that
the cortex can perform most of its information-processing tasks unconsciously -which raises the question as to why it ever processes information consciously.
Regarding (2) I will argue that the brainstem form of consciousness is fundamentally
affective in nature.
This will lead me to the conclusion that affective consciousness is the fundamental form of consciousness and that
it is prerequisite for all other forms, such as conscious perception and cognition. Against this empirical background,
I will revisit the philosophical hard problem. Finally, I will consider afresh the biological function of affective
consciousness and offer some hypotheses concerning the nature of the relationship between this (brainstem) form
of consciousness and the cortical form.
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