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ABSTRACT: 

The rise of Data Science, not only in industry but also as an 
academic field, has brought pressure on Statistics 
departments to either adapt their existing courses or 
introduce new courses to include more topics relevant to 
Data Science. However, at first-year level these changes 
are often limited to the inclusion of more data wrangling and 
visualisation, while statistical learning concepts are 
typically only taught at postgraduate or advanced 
undergraduate level.   

In this talk, some perspectives on the design of first-year 
Data Science courses will be shared, highlighting the value 
of introducing students to predictive modelling concepts at 
an early stage in their statistical education.  

 
Dr Trudie Sandrock is a Statistics Lecturer at Stellenbosch 
University. 
 

 

Date: 
Friday, 9 May 2025  
 
Time:  
13h10-14h10 SAST 
 
Venues:  
• Room 2048, 2nd floor 
      Van der Sterr Building,  
      cnr Victoria & Bosman Streets 
      Stellenbosch  

• Online 

 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
All are welcome. 
 
ENQUIRIES: 
Elizna Huysamen 
 +27 (0)21 808 3244 
 krugere@sun.ac.za 
 

 

REGISTER: https://bit.ly/3RjR4pi 


