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We are well and truly in the data age. As both consumers
and producers of vast amounts of data on a daily basis,
our success in society on the midst of the 4IR is
predicated on a fundamental understanding of data and
how it is presented, analysed and manipulated. Without
this ability, we run the risk of being left behind,
overlooked and misinformed. Being “data literate” is
more important than ever.

Data literacy is the bedrock of data science, business
intelligence and, plays an important role in modern
social and societal changes. Being able to make sense
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of data and statistics has thus become as fundamental a
skill as reading, writing and basic mathematics. In an
ever-growing digital society, are we equipped to face the
challenges of a data centered world?

In this presentation the need for data literacy as well as
its core paradigm will be infroduced and discussed. A
framework for developing data literacy in the South
African context at all levels of education will be
presented. Finally, the need for data literacy as a
fundamental tool in the modern business world will be
explored and discussed.




