
 

 

  

 

S E M I N A R  

IMSA Internationalisation 
Strategy: The IMSA–
CNRS International 
Research Laboratory 

ABSTRACT 

From time immemorial, mathematics has been an international 
endeavour. Yet South African mathematical sciences remain shaped by 
the isolation identified in the 2008 Maharaj Report: distance from global 
research centres, and a Global North–South gap in investment, 
research output and representation among recipients of prestigious 
global awards. The Internationalisation Strategy of the Institute for 
Mathematical Sciences and Applications (IMSA) responds with a 
coordinated national approach built on equitable partnerships, 
structured mobility, joint supervision, international workshops and 
graduate schools, and a blended funding model, all anchored in the 
systemic embedding of South African mathematical sciences in the 
global community.  

This presentation reviews progress since the strategy’s adoption, 
including MoUs with leading international institutes, exploration of 
opportunities offered by bilateral agreements between South Africa and 
other countries, and the consolidation of CoE-MaSS and NGA(MaSS) 
into a national platform serving all public universities.  

The first major outcome is the approval of the IMSA–CNRS International 
Research Laboratory (IRL), the first France–South Africa laboratory in 
the mathematical sciences and one of very few CNRS laboratories in 
Africa. Operating formally from January 2027 through six South African 
nodes, the IRL will provide a permanent institutional platform for 
collaborative research, doctoral cotutelle, postdoctoral exchange and 
early-career fellowships across the mathematical sciences.  

The session shows what the IRL offers South African researchers and 
students, and how the wider community can shape its programmes. 
 

Prof Loyiso Nongxa is a mathematician and Emeritus Professor at the 

University of the Witwatersrand, where he previously served as Vice-

Chancellor. Until recently, he was Vice-President of the International 

Mathematical Union. He champions capacity development for young 

and emerging mathematicians and is the driving force behind the 

recently established national Institute for Mathematical Sciences and 

Applications (IMSA).  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof Loyiso Nongxa 
(University of the Witwatersrand & 
IMSA) 
 

Date: 
Thursday, 8 October 2026  
 
Time:  
12h15-13h15 SAST 
 
Venues:  
• Physics Seminar Room  
      University of KwaZulu-Natal 
       Westville Campus 

3rd Floor, H-Block, 
School of Chemistry and Physics  

• Online 
 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
All are welcome. 
 
ENQUIRIES:  
Email Dr Cerene Rathilal:  
RathilalC@ukzn.ac.za  
 

 

 

REGISTER  

TO ATTEND: 
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https://nithecs-ac-za.zoom.us/meeting/register/ukhwvHewSvuXG0BtoJqsNQ

