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ABSTRACT

Bias in language processing systems can reinforce societal inequalities by amplifying existing biases in
language and culture. This research paper examines gender bias in Amharic word embeddings, which are
vital for understanding Ethiopia's cultural and linguistic contexts. By analysing gendered word pairs, we
assessed gender representation and found that many professional terms carry implicit biases favoring males,
while terms like "Nurse" and "Sister" align with traditional gender roles for women. Notably, the word "Doctor"
exhibits a gender-bias discrepancy between its written and translated forms. Additionally, arts and athletics
professions often exhibit a female bias, whereas physically demanding and higher-education roles tend to
be male-dominated. These findings highlight the implications of gender bias in Amharic, reflecting disparities
in employment and educational opportunities, and aim to inform strategies to promote fair language
representations.
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