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ABSTRACT 
 
Researchers from across the social and computer sciences are increasingly using machine 
learning to study and address global development challenges. Machine learning for the 
developing world (ML4D), is an interdisciplinary domain at the intersection of machine learning 
and development research.  Past experiences of using technology towards achieving global 
development challenges has had mixed success and the failure to acknowledge the local 

context in the design and project implementation has often been identified as the main reason why development 
projects failed or were not sustainable.  Therefore, the voices of developing country researchers are important in 
the discourse shaping the ML4D research agenda. In this talk I will consider systematic differences between ML4D 
and more traditional machine learning applications. I will present challenges to be considered and how the 
technical complications of ML4D can inspire novel research questions. Finally, I will propose a road map that could 
be considered towards developing a ML4D research agenda in South Africa. 
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