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         ABSTRACT 

While the cost of higher education is rising, employers are complaining that graduates are 
increasingly unprepared for the workplace. One of the reasons for this is that the large 
majority of academics have little or no experience of industry and are therefore unable to 
move away from the superficial learning traditions of the past to the more in-depth technical 
training that is workplace oriented and employment focused. Consequently, many 
governments are now increasingly funding new and independent training centres that 
operate in close proximity with industry in order to supply the technical skills that universities 
are unable to provide. 
 
 

This lecture explores the future of the university sector within the context of higher education 
and the knowledge economies of the future. It explores some historical themes associated 
with higher education in England and discusses the issues that lie behind the UK 
government’s current 2021 “Skills and Post-16 Education” Bill for skills improvement and 
technical qualifications in post-16 education. 
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institutes and universities, including the University of 
Wales, the Institute of Advanced Studies at Warsaw 
University of Technology, the Technological University 

Dublin, the University of Western Cape and the 
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