
 

 
Call for Applications: Head of Node (NMU) 
The National Institute for Theoretical and Computational Sciences (NITheCS) seeks dynamic and 
visionary individuals to lead its five Nodes. These roles are critical for embedding NITheCS within 
their respective institutions and aligning Node activities with the broader vision and mission of 
NITheCS. 
 
The Heads of Nodes will work closely with the NITheCS Director to ensure that their Nodes 
contribute effectively to the Institute’s goals, fostering excellence in multidisciplinary and 
multi-themed research, training, and engagement. 

Key Responsibilities 
The Head of Node will: 

●​ Align the Node with the vision and mission of NITheCS, promoting its multidisciplinary and 
multi-themed character. 

●​ Provide local leadership, visibility, and representation for NITheCS. 
●​ Facilitate the presence of NITheCS within their institution, including branding, identity, and 

engagement activities. 
●​ Oversee the local implementation of NITheCS’s strategic objectives.  
●​ Organise and coordinate the activities of the Node’s branches, ensuring their involvement in 

NITheCS initiatives and integrating them into the Institute’s broader activities. 
●​ Ensure effective local engagement, monitoring, evaluation, and accountability. 

Essential Requirements 
Candidates must: 

●​ Be NITheCS Associates based at NMU. 
●​ Demonstrate leadership skills and the ability to represent NITheCS effectively within their 

institution and beyond. 
●​ Have a strong understanding of multidisciplinary and multi-themed research. 

Term and Reporting 
Heads of Nodes will be appointed for a fixed term as determined by institutional processes. While 
their primary affiliation remains with their institution, they will report to the NITheCS Director on 
matters related to NITheCS activities and operations. 
 
 



 

Application Process 
Applications should include: 

●​ A one-page motivation letter outlining the candidate’s vision for the Node and their alignment 
with the NITheCS mission. 

●​ A detailed CV highlighting relevant experience and qualifications. 
 
Applications for the Head of Node (HoN) position should be submitted directly to NITheCS, 
addressed to Ms. Rene Kotze at applications@nithecs.ac.za. Following a preliminary screening to 
ensure alignment with eligibility criteria, applications will be forwarded to the respective universities 
for review through their institutional processes. The universities will make final appointments in 
consultation with NITheCS following the terms of the Consortium Agreement.  
 
Closing Date 
Applications close on 31 January 2025.  
 
For inquiries, please contact Prof Francesco Petruccione (francesco.petruccione@nithecs.ac.za). 
 
NITheCS encourages applications from individuals who reflect the diversity of South Africa’s 
research community. 
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